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Language Policy: 
 

The language of instruction at Sharp Park Academy is English, and the aim is that 

students work and communicate successfully within the English medium.  

The Common Core is compatible with the IB philosophy.  “The ultimate goal for all English 

language arts learners is personal, social, occupational, and civic literacy….English language arts education in Michigan 
incorporates the teaching and learning of reading, writing, speaking, listening, and viewing. Integration of English 
language arts occurs in multiple ways. First, English language arts curriculum, instruction, and assessment reflect the 
integration of listening, speaking, viewing, reading, and writing. The English language arts are not perceived as individual 
content areas, but as one unified subject in which each of the five areas supports the others and enhances thinking and 
learning. Secondly, there is integration of the teaching and learning of content and process within the English language 
arts. The common human experiences and the ideas, conflicts, and themes embodied in literature and all oral, written, 
and visual texts provide a context for the teaching of the processes, skills, and strategies of listening, speaking, viewing, 
reading, and writing. Finally, literacy educators believe that the knowledge, skills, and strategies of the English language 
arts are integrated throughout the curriculum, enabling students to solve problems and think critically and creatively in all 
subject areas.” http://www.corestandards.org/assets/CCSSI_ELA%20Standards.pdf  

Our philosophy of English Language Arts incorporates language instruction into the 

program of inquiry.  

 

Annually students are given portions of the MLPP (Michigan Literacy Profile) 

assessment to address their language needs.  A system is in place for keeping this profile 

in their CA-60 (Cumulative records).   

  

Our students receive German as a world language.  This program both supports and 

extends the IB Units of Inquiry.   

 

German Instruction: 
Acquisition of more than one language enriches personal growth and helps facilitate 

international understanding.  With this in mind, all SPA IB World students will receive 

instruction in German taught by a certified German teacher in a “specials” class period.  

The German teacher will work collaboratively with the general education staff in 

developing the Units of Inquiry.  Students learn about the cultures and language of people 

in German speaking countries.  We are always looking for ways to increase the available 

world language resources in the classrooms and our media center, including books, CDs, 

audio-books, computer programs for German language acquisition, and cultural videos.  

German vocabulary labels are posted.  Staff is referred to “Frau, Frauline, or Herr” 

around the school (restrooms).   

 

Professional Development: 
Our staff is expected to attend not only development within PYP, but also professional 

development that supports the language arts.  This includes professional development 

required by the State for ELA Common-Core.   

 

The German teacher will provide in-building professional development to assist staff in 

acquiring German language skills to further incorporate world language learning 

experiences in the classroom.   

 

Mother-tongue: 

http://www.corestandards.org/assets/CCSSI_ELA%20Standards.pdf
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In the fall students who are English Language Learners (ELL) are given a screening test.  

These results are used to determine the level of test each will be given in March.  

In March, ELL students are given through World-Class Instructional Design and 

Assessment (WIDA) the assessing Comprehension and Communication in English State-

to-State for English Language Learners. (ACCESS) test.  The test is given annually in 

WIDA Consortium member states to monitor students’ progress in acquiring academic 

English.  

As research and best practice shows, we encourage that our parents and students continue 

to speak in their mother tongue at home.  We strive to develop Sharp Park Academy’s 

library resources for mother tongue support such as: picture dictionaries, bilingual 

dictionaries, literature in various languages as well as translations of literature from 

various languages.  Donations of these resources will be encouraged. 

 

 Parent Involvement: 
 

Sharp Park involves many opportunities for parental involvement for parents to share in 

their child’s learning experiences.  It is essential that parents read to their children, listen 

to their children read, and participate in at-home projects that enhance the unit of inquiry. 


